Empowerment Program - Young people and local democracy participation in rural communities.
It is four months ago since AirS and SALC received a small amount of funding from the Regional Empowerment Partnership  (REP) to work with four Parishes Councils in East Sussex and the young people who live there, in order to seek out ways of improving young peoples participation in, and understanding of, local democracy. 

The idea for this program came from listening to Parish Councils feedback which highlighted two main points. Firstly, there is a genuine commitment and desire to involve young people in parish planning and secondly, how to do it often presents many parishes with challenges and some difficulties.
AirS has extensive development experience working with both young people and Parish Councils and is now working with four parishes (Westham, Willingdon and Jevington, Camber and Crowhurst.) We are working with both young people and Parish Councils and working towards implementing a model for young people’s participation which is both sustainable and ensures young people’s views are considered in regards to all Parish planning. 

AirS development worker Liz Allsobrook is driving the program and recently delivered a program presentation to the Regional Empowerment Partnership in London. The Partnership was so impressed with Liz’s presentation and Airs’ work, they asked if the presentation be displayed on their own website. Not only is this testimony to the worthiness of the program but it also highlights the high skill and professionalism of AirS development staff. Congratulations Liz, your commitment to young people and rural communities is outstanding. The presentation is also available on the AirS website and I hope the wider public can take a peek at it. 
Empowering young people to participate in local democracy can only benefit rural communities in the short and long term and AirS looks forward to possible future funding through the partnership to take this initiative to even more rural communities in the years ahead.  
Scott Lipa

East Sussex County Team Manager 
