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2008 UK Global Entrepreneurship Monitor 
(random telephone survey of 35,000 people)

• 56% of all businesses 
operate from home

• 61% of recent business start-ups 
operate from home 
• 55% of people in intending to start a 
business plan to start from home 



Home Working – Benefits (1)

• Economically vital to the rural economy
• 30%+ of rural workers are home based
• 2% of rural workers are land based

• Environmentally benevolent
• Reduces commuting & transport infrastructure

• Lowers carbon footprint of building and heating

• Community supportive
• Sustains living-working communities
• Supports local economy & employment



Homeworking benefits (2)

• Home working is widespread and accelerating
• Estimated 15-20% of rural households 
• 10% of GDP (US %) – higher in rural areas
• 15% of non HB workers work at home 1 day per wk
• Home businesses grew by 16- 20% in 2008 (BT)

• Home business vital to the rural economy
• Directly, as a local business & employer
• Indirectly, increasing local goods & services



What drives Home Working?

� Second to primary income source
� Lowest cost base for entrepreneurs

� Increasingly Broadband/IT enabled & dependant
� First choice for business start-ups 
� Women friendly employment linked to child care

� Redundancy opportunity to profit from skills
� Move to knowledge & service based economy

� Live-work balance – flexibility & hours of work



Home Business -
maximizing the potential

� Promote & market home focussed support
� Information on business start up & development
� Home business training – reward based
� Guided networking programmes

� Canvas for High speed Broadband services 
� Clarify tax and rate environment
� Research based policy development 



Home business targeted training

� Accurately target ‘Working from home’
� Promote & teach Networking as business skill
� Research vital training needs & evidence

� Marketing/PR - IT/Internet/Google skills - Finance 
Planning & Sourcing – Hiring staff – Tax/VAT

� Market courses to attract homebiz and start-ups
� ‘Marketing on a Shoestring’, ‘Piggy bank Finance’

� Cash Rewards for completing training courses
� Build on NFEA’s ‘New Entrepreneur Scholarships’





Additional information sources

� Review on Rural Economy & Affordable Housing 
� Matthew Taylor MP (July 08)

� ‘Can Homeworking save the Planet’
� Smiths Institute Report (2008)

� www.enterprisenation.com
� Enterprise Nation is dedicated to people starting and 

growing a business from home.  Enterprise Nation has 
published a Home Business Manifesto 2009, available on 
www.homebusinessprogress.com


