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5th May, 2009

FIGHT FOR THE HEART OF YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE

ACTION IN RURAL SUSSEX CALLS ON PM FOR VITAL FUNDS

Action in rural Sussex (AirS) is appealing to Prime Minister Gordon Brown for extra funds to help village community centres survive and grow, as recession bites.
The charity, which acts as a champion for rural communities across East and West Sussex, is launching a Heart of the Village campaign to help protect the future of more than 300 rural community buildings across both counties.

AirS has started a petition on the Downing Street website calling on Government to set up a dedicated national funding programme to support villages who want to refurbish, modernise and rebuild their local centres. At least 70 village halls in Sussex are currently urgently seeking capital grants. Just seven have been awarded Big Lottery funds in the past two years.
Through the year-long campaign, AirS will also celebrate the work of thousands of volunteers who give their time to keep community buildings running – and raise the profile of the hundreds of activities available to people at their local village hall.
Chief Executive Jeremy Leggett said: “We want everyone who cares about their local community to sign up to our campaign. Rural community buildings come in all shapes, ages and sizes. However one thing is common to them all – they are essential for the vitality and vibrancy of community life.
“If they are forced to close, through lack of funds, the community itself begins to die. People are forced to go elsewhere for clubs and vital services and the loss of a meeting place means that vulnerable people become increasingly isolated.

“There are very hard times ahead for the people who rely on these services – and we want to make sure, through our campaign, that isolated and disadvantaged people in rural areas do not lose out as services withdraw to urban centres in a bid to save money.”
The varied range of community buildings across Sussex include village halls, community owned shops, church halls, converted school buildings and community owned pubs.
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Activities on offer range from theatre, films and art exhibitions, keep fit classes and sports, child-care groups, adult education classes, health services, community groups and advice services.
Several village halls also host mobile post office services and libraries, provide a cost effective venue for fundraising events and a value for money alternative for wedding receptions and family celebrations.

Said Jeremy: “We need dedicated national funds and we need local investment from our parish and town councils – investing jointly in rural communities will bring better value for money, more joined up services and the creation of a beating heart in every village. A strong Village Heart will help to sustain rural communities, and especially their more disadvantaged members, through these difficult times.”

Campaign supporters can sign the petition by visiting the AirS website www.ruralsussex.org.uk  and following the links.
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