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3 June 2009
Dear Colleague
Rural Access to services in East Sussex – Seminar and briefing for service providers
Monday 6 July 2009

The Reid Hall, Boreham Street, Wartling, Nr Herstmonceux, 
East Sussex, BN27 4SD
1.00pm – 4.00pm

Action in rural Sussex (AirS) would like to invite you to an afternoon seminar about our Rural Access to Services Programme (RASP) in East Sussex.  The programme has been developed by the East Sussex Rural Partnership and will run until 2011, managed by AirS and funded through SEEDA.

The purpose of the seminar is to provide information about the programme for actual or potential providers of services in rural East Sussex and to provide an important opportunity to contribute to this innovative programme at the outset.
About the RASP programme:  The programme aims to enhance local service provision for rural people by developing a number of integrated service delivery centres within the County so as to improve service delivery in named communities.

The aim is to work directly with those communities, using existing social and community assets (particularly community buildings), to develop a level of service provision to meet needs identified within local needs assessments.  It is anticipated that these centres may well serve a larger area than the immediate village, particularly in geographically isolated areas with low population densities.  The programme will seek to work with a range of communities as demonstration projects and will explore the feasibility of different service delivery approaches.

The programme will include:

· The development of integrated service delivery hubs using community buildings in settlements identified as having poorer access to services within the county focusing on a small number as demonstration projects.

· The development of a training project for selected parish councils to develop local information and signposting services for residents, businesses and community organisations.

· Assistance to public, voluntary and community sector organisations about improving service delivery including development of new services in rural locations.

· Provision of a support programme to assist the viability and sustainability of local service centres and services within them operating as social enterprises.
Services developed will depend on the needs of the target areas and could be delivered by public or third sector organisations.  Examples might include:  advice and information, skills development, career advice, transport provision, health, social care and advisory services.

Progress so far:  We have made some significant progress in East Sussex and the consultation process is in full swing in several locations. At the seminar we will present our findings, provide a RASP location update and discuss the challenges that lie ahead.
Please can you advertise this event to other service providers or planners through your various contacts and networks.

If you, or anybody you know, would like to attend this event please contact Claire Reynolds (01273 407305 or email claire.reynolds@ruralsussex.org.uk) to confirm attendance.


Programme

Improving rural access to services
Seminar for service providers

Monday 6 July 2009 at

The Reid Hall, Boreham Street, Wartling, Nr Herstmonceux, 
East Sussex, BN27 4SD
1.00pm – 4.00pm

     1.00pm
          Arrival and coffee
     1.15pm
          Overview of the Rural Access to Services Programme

     1.30pm
          RASP Findings to date
     2.00pm
          RASP Challenges

     2.20pm                 Workshop Discussion / Service Providers

     3.30pm                 Summary and Close


Location of the Reid Hall:

The hall is located on the main A271 half way between Wartling Road and Wood Lane (see attached map).  If travelling from Herstmonceux the hall is on the right.  If travelling from Battle the hall is on your left.

We look forward to seeing you at the seminar on the 6 July 2009.

Yours sincerely

Scott Lipa

East Sussex County Team Manager

Tel: 01273 405443
Email: scott.lipa@ruralsussex.org.uk

